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ABOUT
THE
RISING
LAB

The Rising Lab is a business-data-
focused journalism program under
Yicai Media Group. It observes
current situation of Chinese cities,
explores the future of them, and
provides quality data analyse

and services for city dwellers,
administrators and investors.

“The Rising” here refers to cities
which have the potential to become
emerging new first-tier cities in
the future. In a broader sense, it
also refers to cities now ranking
as second-tier to fifth-tier cities in
general. It is a phrase coined by
CBNweekly in the end of 2013 to
name 15 cities which topped the
list of 400 Chinese cities on their
attractiveness to big companies.

On April 26, 2018, The Rising Lab
released China’s Cites 2018: Cities
of Business Attractiveness, which
grades all 338 prefecture-level
cities in China based on data of 170
commercial brands and data from
19 Internet firms and institutions.

Among all the cities, 30 of them

are classified as second-tier cities,
70 as third-tier cities, 90 as fourth-
tier cities and 129 as fifth-tier cities.
According to overall indicator

scores, Chengdu, Hangzhou,
Chongqing, Wuhan, Suzhou,
Xi’an, Tianjin, Nanjing, Zhengzhou,
Changsha, Shenyang, Qingdao,
Ningbo, Dongguan and Wuxi are
most likely to join the ranks of
China’s first-tier cities.

Using business and Internet data
as main sources for ranking, The
Rising Lab also values young
people in cities as one significant
element in assessment. For now,
based on geographical, commercial
and Internet data, The Rising Lab
has built 4 databases on cities'
essential information, cities'
commercial resources, cities'
online user behavior and cities'
developing tendency. The Rising
Lab provides data services tailored
for government, enterprises,
institutions, etc.
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